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The Arizona Bar Foundation Names Inaugural Thumma Technology for Justice Award Recipients

[PHOENIX, AZ] -- The Arizona Bar Foundation has named Mohave County Superior Court and the Arizona Justice Project as recipients of the inaugural 2026 Thumma Technology for Justice Award, recognizing their innovative use of technology to expand access to justice and improve the delivery of legal services across Arizona.
Named in honor of Hon. Samuel Thumma and his contributions to advancing technology in the justice system, the award recognizes Arizona courts and nonprofit legal service providers that demonstrate innovation, leadership, and measurable impact through technology. The award highlights projects that improve efficiency, enhance the public's understanding of legal processes, and expand access to legal services.

Mohave County Superior Court 
Mohave County Superior Court was recognized for its Remote Appearance Project, which uses a private, sound isolated Hush Booth equipped with video conferencing technology and specialized software to allow individuals to connect with judicial officers in other locations. 
Located at the Kingman Superior Courthouse, the booth allows individuals to participate in court proceedings without traveling to another courthouse or waiting for a judicial officer to become available locally. The Remote Appearance Project is particularly valuable for time-sensitive matters, including Orders of Protection and emergency family-related proceedings, while providing a private and confidential environment.
According to the court's nomination, 92 individuals used the booth to connect with judicial officers in other locations within the past year, demonstrating ways technology can help overcome geographic barriers and improve timely access to justice in rural communities. 

The Arizona Justice Project 

The Arizona Justice Project was recognized for developing AzExpunge.org, an online resource launched in 2021 to help individuals understand Arizona's marijuana-record expungement law and navigate the expungement process. The platform provided legal information, an online eligibility screening tool, and a petition application that streamlined case intake and connected applicants with attorneys who could review petitions and provide legal assistance at no cost.
Over the five-year initiative, AzExpunge.org recorded more than 407,000 website visits, and its eligibility screening tool was used more than 4,000 times. The online petition application supported hundreds of expungement applications, helping individuals address barriers associated with eligible marijuana-related criminal records.

Following the conclusion of the grant period in June 2026, AzExpunge.org transitioned into a public information resource, continuing to make expungement-related information available to Arizonans.
About the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education 

The Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education provides technical and financial assistance to legal aid organizations, schools and community groups. The Foundation promotes “Access to Justice for All Arizonans” by supporting law-related education and free legal services and by promoting statewide collaborative efforts. The Foundation plays a leading role in preparing Arizona students for civic responsibility and reaches more than 100,000 children each year through teacher, school resource officer, and probation officer trainings, as well as LawForKids.org and statewide academic competitions focused on our laws, the justice system, and the foundations of democracy. It is also home of LawForKids.org, America’s first website dedicated to teaching students about the law. 

Helpful Websites 

 ·Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education: www.azbf.org  

· Mohave County Superior Court: Superior Court: https://www.mohavecourts.com/court-  departments/superior-court 
 · Arizona Justice Project: azjusticeproject.org
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