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EMANCIPATION OF A MINOR 
  

CHECKLIST  
  
  
YOU MAY USE THESE FORMS IF:  
  

• You are at least 16 years old and less than 18.  Note that this Court process will 
generally take about 3 months, so if you are 17 and nine months or older, you 
may turn 18 and emancipate automatically before this process is completed.  

 
• You are not legally married.  

 
• You are a resident of Arizona and of the county where you are filing this request.  

AND  
 

• You are financially self-sufficient, that is, you can prove you are able to support 
yourself and provide your own food, housing and medical care, etc., without 
parental assistance, and you want to be declared legally “an Adult”, responsible 
for your own support, AND   

 
• You understand emancipation will release your parents from any further legal 

obligation to provide you with food, housing, medical care (or insurance), AND  
 

• You have read and understand the “Information on Emancipation in Arizona” 
packet, AND  

 
• You are prepared to give notice of this request to your parent(s) if their parental 

rights have not been terminated by Court Order and to any legal guardian(s).   
  
 
YOU MAY NOT USE THESE FORMS IF:  
  

•  YOU ARE A WARD OF THE COURT, that is, you may not apply for 
emancipation if you are on probation or parole, or in the care or custody of CPS 
or other state agency if a “final” order of Dependency has been issued.  

 
• YOU ARE LEGALLY MARRIED in which case you are already emancipated.   

  
  
 
READ ME: Before filing documents with the Court, you may want to consult an attorney to help 
guard against undesired and unexpected consequences.  

 
 
 
 
   


