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he insisted on and obtained an in-
dependent, predictable and appro-
priate level of funding from the leg-
islature. This turned out to be critical 

when the current 
budget crunch 
came a few years 
later. The court 
was able to face it 
from a position of 
strength. Judge 
Weisbergôs wise 
and calm manage-
ment style helped 

guide the court through the years. 

   In the end, it was in the business 
of judging that Judge Weisberg ex-
celled. Over his many years of ser-
vice, Judge Weisberg authored 
some 180 formal published opinions 
and many hundred memorandum 
decisions. There is nothing flashy or 
doctrinal to be found in the Weis-
berg jurisprudence, but rather an 
honest recitation of the facts and 
procedural history of each case, 
and close adherence to the applica-
tion of the rule of law. Judge Weis-
bergôs writing was simple, clear and 
directðexactly what lawyers and 
trial judges need for guidance. 
   Judge Winthrop closed by stating 
that Judge Weisberg was an ideal 
colleague on the court. Since the 
Court of Appeals works in panels of 
three judges, the centerpiece to 
their work is consensus, and the 
concept of collegiality is critical to 
that goal. Judge Weisbergôs contri-
bution to his panel mates was al-
ways thoughtful, never strident or 
personal. He was, in other words, a 
ñperfect teammateò and he will be 
missed. Thank you Judge Weisberg 
for your long and distinguished ca-
reer serving the citizens of the State 
of Arizona.ò 

On November 8, 2011, Presiding 
Judge Weiss welcomed a gathering 
of current and former judges, court 
staff, and members of the local Bar 
Association to a cere-
mony held to com-
memorate the public 
service of the Honor-
able Sheldon óShelleyô 
Weisberg, who re-
cently retired from the 
Arizona Court of Ap-
peals. 
   Judge Lawrence 
Winthrop, Chief Judge with the Ari-
zona Court of Appeals, Division 
One, attended the gathering and 
reflected on Judge Weisbergôs ser-
vice as a dedicated citizen and ad-
vocate for Mohave County and the 
Arizona Court System. The follow-
ing is a short summary of Judge 
Winthropôs heartfelt comments 
about Judge Weisberg. 
   ñJudge Weisberg served on the 
Arizona Court of Appeals for 19 
years. There have been 54 judges 
of Division One and Judge Weis-
berg was the 33rd judge and the 
fifth longest serving Division One 
judge. He is also the only Division 
One judge to be appointed from 
Mohave County. 

   During his tenure on the Court of 
Appeals, Judge Weisberg served as 
the Chief Judge for slightly over 
three years (which may be the long-
est continuous service as Chief 
Judge in the courtôs history). When 
Judge Weisberg became Chief 
Judge, there were no other active 
judges on the court who had served 
in that position and who could help 
steer him through the sometimes 
rocky shoals of court administration. 
Judge Weisbergôs accomplishments 
as Chief Judge were remarkable as 



Employees Share what their Dream Job would be if 
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Earlier this year we asked a number of long-term employees several questions about their jobs and working for the court 
system.  In this issue, we chose to highlight the feedback we received to the last question: óIf you ever left your job with 
the court, what would your dream job be?ô 
 
ñI would love to be a tour guide and travel the world.ò       

                   Dana Barber , Court Services Supervisor, Clerk of Superior Court in LHC, 25 years with the courts 
 
ñMy dream job would be RETIREMENT, no more job searches for me. I am very happy where I am at, thank you.ò 

  Pam Gonzales , Criminal/Juvenile Desk, Clerk of Superior Court, 12 years with the courts 
 
       ñI donôt know what I want to be when I grow up. A dream job would involve horticulture, probably something at a  

botanical garden type venue.ò 
                    Barry Kudera , (former) Court Manager/Administrator, BHC Municipal Court, 10 years with the courts 
 
ñWorking with Koala Bears; always wanted to since I was a child.ò 
                    Brenda Melodia , Probation Services Assistant-JOLTS (Juvenile On-Line Tracking System)                                         
                    Coordinator, 20+ years with the courts 
 
ñMy dream job is a party planner.ò 
  Barbara Potter , Office Assistant Senior/Bookkeeper, Kingman/Cerbat Justice Court, 15 years with the 
  courts 
 
ñMy dream job would be to teach school as a missionary in some country whose name most people had never heard 
before.ò   
                    Kay Phillips, Court Services Assistant Senior, BHC Justice Court, 15+ years with the courts 
 
 ñRETIREMENT!!!ò 
                    Elaine Riegner , Juvenile Detention Supervisor, Probation, 14+ years with the courts 
 
ñPhotographer.ò 
                   Cindy Roth, (former) Court Services Supervisor, BHC Clerkôs Office, 15 years with the courts 

 
ñTeaching History. Just love it. Have history boxes for events to leave my grandchildren to see what happened in 
their life and on their birthdays.ò 
                   Hopie Ruiz , BHC Municipal Court, 29 years with the courts 
 
ñFull Retirement!!!!!!ò 
                 Ted Whitall , Judge Pro-tem, LHC Consolidated Court, 15 years with the courts 

Congratulations!  

To the Honorable Charles W. Gurtler, Jr. for his appointment as  
Presiding Superior Court Judge of Mohave County 

Effective February 1, 2012 
AND 

To the Honorable Jill Davis, for her reappointment as 
Presiding Justice of the Peace of Mohave County 

Effective January 1, 2012 



economic times 
the importance 
of social respon-
sibility is ele-
vated and this 
would be a great 
way to celebrate the centennial of the State. Volunteering is 
a no-cost way to make a high impact difference and every-
one can do something. Even small contributions of time 
and effort can make a world of difference in the lives of oth-
ers.    
   It would be wonderful if during the next couple of months 
the combined efforts of each of us totaled 100 hours of ser-
vice or perhaps even more. Please consider taking on this 
challenge and completing some volunteer work in recogni-
tion of the centennial of our State. Weôd like to celebrate 
and recognize the efforts of our employees, so if you 
choose to volunteer let us know about your experience.  
   Additional information on Centennial events can be found 
at  www.AZ100years.org  

Community Service Challenge  
submitted by Kip Anderson, Court Administrator      
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The State of Arizona will be celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary on February 14th, 2012. Currently there are several 
events that have occurred and are planned in various 
locations around the State to recognize this important 
event ï perhaps you have participated in some of these 
activities. As a court family we have considered trying to 
get involved in some of the activities and plan to have 
some classes during our upcoming COJET conference 
that will help to recognize the history of the court during 
the past 100 years. Additionally, we would like to suggest 
that one way we as employees can get involved and give 
back to our communities and the State would be to volun-
teer some of our own personal time in helping others. I 
note that one of the goals of the Arizona Centennial Com-
mission is to promote volunteerism and civic engagement 
leading up to the centennial in February 2012.    
   I would like to suggest that between now and the first 
part of February each of us look for an opportunity to give 
back to our communities by finding ways to help those in 
need or to provide service in some way. During tough 

Molly Tuter, Deputy Probation Officer I, Inducted 

into the ASU Sports Hall of Fame  

Molly Tuter who joined the Mohave County Probation 
Department as a Deputy Probation Officer I in October, 
2010, has had an awesome career in womenôs basket-
ball. In fact, Molly was among ten student athletes re-
cently inducted into the prestigious Arizona State Univer-
sity Sports Hall of Fame at the football game at Sun Devil 
Stadium/Frank Kush Field on October 1 when ASU 
played Oregon State. To see the photo of Molly receiving 
her Hall of Fame award, visit the Arizona Central website 
http://www.azcentral.com/photo/Sports/ASU/20238#phototop   
and click to photos 1 and 5. 
   During her impressive college basketball years as a 
Sun Devil, Molly was the third leading scorer in the 
womenôs basketball program history with 1,374 career 
points in four seasons. Molly also ranks fifth all-time in 
school history in field goals made (504), fifth in 3-point 
field goals made (116) and fourth in steals (221). Her ca-
reer average of 13.9 points per game was as the team's 
leading rebounder all four years she played at ASU and 
led the team in scoring as a sophomore, junior and sen-
ior. Molly led the Sun Devils in steals as a junior and sen-
ior, in field goal percentage as a sophomore and senior 
and in 3-point field goal percentage as a junior and sen-
ior. She was honorable mention All-Pac-10 in 1996 and 
1997. 

   Molly grew up in Soldotna, 
Alaska, and she started playing 
basketball at the age of six. Her 
exceptional talent and love of the 
game led her to become the first 
Alaskan female to play in the 
Womenôs National Basketball As-
sociation (WNBA) for the Phoenix 
Mercury.  She also played over-
seas for the Club Amicale Steinsel in Luxembourg and she 
coached college basketball for the University of California, 
Los Angeles and Irving.  Molly is continuing her love and 
passion for the game by officiating basketball games for the 
Arizona Interscholastic Association.  
   In 2010, when looking at the Mohave County website, 
Molly saw that Mohave County Probation was recruiting for 
Deputy Probation Officers. With an interest and passion for 
law enforcement, Molly applied for the position and was 
hired by Mohave County Probation.  She works out of the 
Bullhead City Probation Office as an adult probation officer 
and she also serves as a MRT (Moral Reconation Therapy) 
instructor.   
   Congrats to Molly on her recent induction into the ASU 
Sports Hall of Fame!  

http://www.AZ100years.org
http://www.azcentral.com/photo/Sports/ASU/20238#phototop 

